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Key Points

Y N

It is a particular form of social inequality

It is a form of social interaction or differentiation

Social stratification means division of society into different
strata or layers

It involves a hierarchy of social groups

Modern stratification is different from traditional
stratification

Social stratification involves two phenomena

(i) differentiation of individuals or groups on the basis of
possession of certain characteristics whereby some
individuals or groups come to rank higher than others,

(ii) the ranking of individuals according to some basis of
evaluation.
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Characteristics

Itis Social: It is true that biological qualities do not determine one’s
superiority and inferiority. Factors like age, sex, intelligence as well
as strength often contribute as the basis on which statues are
distinguished? But one’s education, property, power, experience,
character, personality etc. are found to be more important than
biological qualities. Hence, stratification is social by nature.

It'is Universal There is no society on this world which is free from
stratification. Modern stratification differs from stratification of
primitive societies. It is a worldwide phenomenon. According to

Sorokin “all permanently organized groups are stratified.”
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Overview

Generally, four social processes are identified to shape and maintain
stratified order of the society, these are

1.
2.
3.
4.

Differentiation
Ranking
Evaluation
Rewarding

Social stratification is a system by which a society ranks categories of people
in a hierarchy. Four basic principles may define social stratification:

1.

Social stratification does not reflect individual differences, it is rather
a trait of society

Social stratification continues over generations

Social stratification is universal but nature and extent of stratification
may always vary

Social stratification involves beliefs in inequality
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Rank Societies
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It is a characterised by social group

It indicates unequal access of prestige or status

In rank societies chief occupies his position as a hereditary right

Usually eldest son get the position of his father

There are clear differentiation between the position of chief and
commoners

The position of the chief can be attained only by being his genealogical
heir

The superior ranking in the social sphere is expressed in the chief’s
elaborate regalia including clothing and ornamentation.

A chief is addressed with extravagant titles and is treated with respect.
Those of the inferior ranking are dressed in simple clothing.

According to their relationship to the chief the other members of the

society are ranked in descendent order
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Class Society

@The materials are only for the purpose of students’ education @Soumitra




Class Society
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